Former JNR Chuowest) abandoned railway and ( p’fﬁ
~ tunnel group preservation and revival project @ #crseon

HERITAGE OF
The 110th Anniversary o NTRRTION
ofthe Openingof ChuoLine wmxmzazz
Tunnel entrance = a portal
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underground. Every possible decoration and
ornamentation goes to prove the hardship incurred.
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Nature Revival
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English bond: Flemish bond: Header: Running bond:
Excellent reinforcement. Excellent Appearance, but very rare. Mostly used on the exposed Not used for a building. . Address: Potos Kasugai (Editorial Offuce)
surface of a building. The old Chuo Line tunnel group map 2-81, Torimatsu-cho, Kasugai-shi, Aichiken, 486-0844

Telephone: 0568-87-6533
*For more details or inquiries, please contact the organization. This program is grant-funded by the "Grant Program for Community Activities" of the Toyota Foundation




Abandoned railway track bed

he forcible beat of the steam locomotive used to
echo along the Shonai riverside over 40 years ago.
The abandoned railway track bed of the JNR Chuo
West Line (from Shiojiri to Tokyo is Chuo East Line)
alongside the Shonai River running through Kouzouji in
Kasugai-shi, Aichi to Tajimi-shi, Gifu still remains.
and was in use until Showa 41 (1966) when an

electric train was introduced following a new route
with double-tracked electrification.  Since then, this

abandoned railway track has been forgotten by people and
left under the steep cliff and the deep ravine of the Shonai

river covered in thick brush.
time of construction) along the 8km abandoned
railway track bed between Kouzouji station and
Tajimi station. Three years ago, the Preservation and
Revival Committee was established with the intention of
preserving this precious industrial heritage, a cultural asset
of the country for future generations.
preservation research has been advanced by the
Committee with the understanding and good will of
the landowner. As a result, about 1500m of abandoned

railway track bed and tunnels (No. 3 to No. 6) have been
awoken from years of sleep.
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his abandoned railway track was opened in 1900

here are 13 tunnels (there were 14 tunnels at the

urrently, local exploration, examination, and

JR Joukouyji
station

QL S"i\}ogane bridge

ver the past 40 years, many trees, such as hundreds
E of seedling maples, camellia, and wild wisteria, have

grown alongside the abandoned railway track bed,
and a natural forest of rich vegetation has been created.
This area has been transformed into a rare area where
modernization heritage and nature coexist.
n historical heritage which our predecessors left, and

the examination regarding re-utilization are carried
out while advancing the maintenance of the heritage in
order that we can leave this wonderful heritage to

prosperity. Thus, we hope you will also join in the
discussion over the utilization of this heritage.

n the committee, preservation of this precious

-
Shonai river view
-

Shonai river view
Excellent view. Joukougi is visible
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Alongside the railway are many trees.
A winding small cherry tree and a maple tree
shaped like a dragon

Remains of an iron bridge

‘called a phantom Shijo-chashi in Kyoto

Recovered Area Map
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Accurately built
stone wall

Remains of
the Tamano old road

An open space
with a good view

No.5 tunnel andthe Shonai river
Good view. Nice Sunlightin the morning in this area.

Best example in the prefecture:

A large maple tree.
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A: Tunnel Structure Working Group

@Mapping of the main trees

C: Tamano old road Working Group

Working Groups in the Committee

(regular meetings and group meetings are held once a month, respectively)

@A survey on the quantity of used bricks, cracks and falling of masonry or the like. Subcommittee. Survey on brick marking
B: Abandoned Railway Track Bed and its Surrounding Area Working Group
Create a ledger of vegetation and the vegetation characteristics. Creation and installation of name plates of the main trees.

@Mapping any special feature of the abandoned railway track bed

@Survey of Masonry-work. Survey of any special features on the road

D: Public-relations and Planning Working Group
@Renewal of HP and event management / open-day management  Management of National Trust Activities
@Creation of a pamphlet (open-day and National Trust)
E: Reference Collection Working Group
@Taking photographs of the present condition of the main tunnels, the abandoned railway track bed, and its surrounding
area. Preservation of said photos.
@Documenting and collating historical data
F: General Affairs and Project Working Group
@The monthly committee management, the schedule management.
@Research of "the sunlight lighting system in a tunnel"
G: Line Maintenance Working Group(members of other groups may join this group)
@Maintenance of the abandoned railway track bed including the Tamano old road and foot-path maintenance, bridge
formation or the like
@Second and third excavation
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Excavation of the Tamano way which was to go to Nagoya from Tajimi S| Nob 333m
started in Meiji 24 with the voluntary contributions and investment of the No. 7 607m
citizens of Tajimi. People who desperately wanted for a flat road had great
expectations regarding the Tamano way and named it the "Nagoya Shindo". No. 8 202m
In Meiji 28, the opening ceremony was held in Kokokei. However, the o No. 9 20m
construction of the Chuo Line route began the following year, and the = :
Nagoya Shindo was cut off at some locations. When the Chuo Line opened in o No. 10 91m
Meiji 33, the Tamano way lay desolate. 3
With the opening of the Tamano way, o | No.M 296m
a road toll "B&" was introduced in S No. 12 87m
order to recoup on investment. —r =
Recently, the road toll fees list "&il, E 54 ® | No.13 262m
(price list)" and the official stamps . =n
were discovered, and it came to light B RH No. 14 385m
that this "phantom old road" had a T Total Tunnel
Qhort-life of little more than one year. =5 Distance: 2697m




